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To Kill a Mockingbird – Essay Prompts
Directions:  You will write two essays.  Choose one topic from Group A and one topic from Group B.  For each topic, write a well-organized and well-developed paragraph essay.  Support your thesis with references to the text.  Avoid simply summarizing the plot.  You must specify which essays you chose!
Group A
1. Write an essay describing the distinct classes that make up the social structure of Maycomb. For each of the classes, provide examples from the novel that illustrate the characteristics of the members of these social classes and how each class is different. Explain how these differences reveal the author’s observation about Southern society.

2. Write an essay analyzing the theme of “Prejudice” as it is presented in the novel.  Identify specific characters and events that reveal this theme and explain the importance of this theme to the novel.

3. Write an essay analyzing the “Mockingbird Motif” in the novel. Provide several examples that show how the symbol is revealed and explain its purpose in the novel.

Group B

1. Write an essay analyzing the theme of “Understanding Others” as it is presented in the novel.  Identify specific characters and events that reveal the theme of understanding others and explain the importance of this theme to the novel.

2. Write an essay analyzing the theme of “Growing Up,” “Gaining Maturity,” or “Entering Adulthood” as it is presented in the novel.  Identify specific characters and events that reveal this theme and explain the importance of this theme to the novel.

3.   Write an essay analyzing the theme of “Courage and Bravery” as it is presented in the novel.  Identify specific characters and events that reveal the theme of courage (or bravery) and explain the importance of this theme to the novel.
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Group A: Essay #

Topic Sentence/Introduction: (Restate the prompt and what the prompt is asking for): ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Supporting Detail #1: (Example from the text answering your prompt): 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Supporting Detail #2: (Example from the text answering your prompt): 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Supporting Detail #3: (Example from the text answering your prompt): 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Restate Topic Sentence/Conclusion: (Restate your reasons answering your prompt):
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

